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#1 NATIONAL BESTSELLER. The definitive insider's account of American policy making in
Vietnam."Can anyone remember a public official with the courage to confess error and explain
where he and his country went wrong? This is what Robert McNamara does in this brave,
honest, honorable, and altogether compelling book."—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.Written twenty
years after the end of the Vietnam War, former Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara's
controversial memoir answers the lingering questions that surround this disastrous episode in
American history.With unprecedented candor and drawing on a wealth of newly declassified
documents, McNamara reveals the fatal misassumptions behind our involvement in Vietnam.
Keenly observed and dramatically written, In Retrospect possesses the urgency and poignancy
that mark the very best histories—and the unsparing candor that is the trademark of the greatest
personal memoirs.Includes a preface written by McNamara for the paperback edition.

From Publishers WeeklyFormer Secretary of Defense McNamara's controversial indictment of
American policy in Vietnam was a PW bestseller for 12 weeks.Copyright 1996 Reed Business
Information, Inc. --This text refers to the paperback edition.From Library JournalMcNamara,
Secretary of Defense from 1961 to 1967 under both presidents Kennedy and Johnson, has
remained silent about U.S. policy toward Vietnam until now. This memoir reveals a decent, loyal,
and able man who struggled to remain loyal to the president and yet to get the United States out
of Vietnam. When McNamara left office, 15,979 Americans had been killed in Viet Nam; by the
time the United States left Vietnam, the number stood at over 58,000. McNamara's recollections
are put to rigorous testing by his junior author, VanDeMark, who checked them against the now-
declassified written and taped records of the period. Publicly perceived as a "hawk," McNamara
documents his attempts from 1966 on to find a way for the United States to exit from the war.
The culmination of his effort is a May 19, 1967 memorandum to LBJ, calling for U.S. withdrawal.
President Johnson never sent a reply. McNamara reveals that "I do not know to this day, whether
I quit or was fired." At any rate, McNamara left the Pentagon to begin a successul ten-year term
as president of the World Bank. In looking back, he holds that "we sought to do the right
thing...but in my judgment hindsight proved us wrong." McNamara's unpretentious, genuine, and
touching memoir should contribute further to healing the wounds of the Vietnam experience; it
belongs in all public and academic libraries.?James Rhodes, Luther Coll., Decorah, Ia.Copyright
1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title.From BooklistBreaking 27 years of silence, former defense secretary McNamara seeks
"to put Vietnam in context" and counter "the cynicism and even contempt with which so many
people view our political institutions and leaders." The two administrations McNamara served
made their "terribly wrong" decisions, he argues, because of "an error not of values and



intentions but of judgment and capabilities." Though one brief chapter sketches McNamara's life
before 1961, In Retrospect is more than memoir: Annapolis history professor VanDeMark--
author of Into the Quagmire (1990)--supplied thorough research files, including newly
declassified documents, and reviewed McNamara's drafts for historical accuracy. McNamara
maintains that U.S. Vietnam policy rested on contradictory premises: a "domino" theory that, in
retrospect, overstated the threat to U.S. security and world peace if Ho Chi Minh's forces won;
and recognition that if the South Vietnamese were not committed to defending themselves, no
other nation could do it. McNamara assumes responsibility for failing to address that
contradiction and other unexamined assumptions and undebated disagreements that plagued
decision making in these years. He identifies "eleven major causes for our disaster in Vietnam"
and six points when the U.S. could legitimately have withdrawn. Certainly not the last word on
this still-controversial subject but an essential acquisition for most libraries. Mary Carroll --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From the Back CoverThe #1
national bestseller--an indispensable document for anyone interested in the Vietnam War.
McNamara's controversial book tells the inside and personal story of America's descent into
Vietnam from a unique point of view, and is one of the most enlightening books about
government ever written. This new edition features a new Foreword by McNamara. of photos.
(Military History) --This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorRobert S.
McNamara was secretary of defense under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, president of the
Ford Motor Company, and president of the World Bank. After leaving the World Bank he was
active in economic development efforts across the globe and in the arms control and non-
proliferation movements. He died in 2009. --This text refers to the paperback edition.Excerpt. ©
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.from the PrefaceThis is the book I planned never to
write. Although pressed repeatedly for over a quarter of a century to add my views on Vietnam to
the public record, I hesitated for fear that I might appear self-serving, defensive, or vindictive,
which I wished to avoid at all costs. Perhaps I hesitated also because it is hard to face one's
mistakes. But something changed my attitude and willingness to speak. I am responding not to a
desire to get out my personal story but rather to a wish to put before the American people why
their government and its leaders behaved as they did and what we may learn from that
experience. My associates in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations were an exceptional
group: young, vigorous, intelligent, well-meaning, patriotic servants of the United States. How
did this group—"the best and the brightest," as we eventually came to be known in an ironically
pejorative phrase—get it wrong on Vietnam? That story has not yet been told. But why now?
Why after all these years of silence am I convinced I should speak? There are many reasons; the
main one is that I have grown sick at heart witnessing the cynicism and even contempt with
which so many people view our political institutions and leaders. Many factors helped lead to
this: Vietnam, Watergate, scandals, corruption. But I do not believe, on balance, that America's
political leaders have been incompetent or insensitive to their responsibilities and to the welfare
of the people who elected them and to whom they are accountable. Nor do I believe they have



been any worse than their foreign counterparts or their colleagues in the private sector. Certainly
they have shown themselves to be far from perfect, but people are far from perfect. They have
made mistakes, but mostly honest mistakes. This underscores my own painful quandary about
discussing Vietnam. I know that, to this day, many political leaders and scholars in the United
States and abroad argue that the Vietnam War actually helped contain the spread of
Communism in South and East Asia. Some argue that it hastened the end of the Cold War. But I
also know that the war caused terrible damage to America. No doubt exists in my mind about
that. None. I want to look at Vietnam in hindsight, not in any way to obscure my own and others'
errors of judgment and their egregious costs but to show the full range of pressures and the lack
of knowledge that existed at the time. I want to put Vietnam in context. We of the Kennedy and
Johnson administrations who participated in the decisions on Vietnam acted according to what
we thought were the principles and traditions of this nation. We made our decisions in light of
those values. Yet we were wrong, terribly wrong. We owe it to future generations to explain why.I
truly believe that we made an error not of values and intentions but of judgment and capabilities.
I say this warily, since I know that if my comments appear to justify or rationalize what I and
others did, they will lack credibility and only increase people's cynicism. It is cynicism that makes
Americans reluctant to support their leaders in the actions necessary to confront and solve our
problems at home and abroad.I want Americans to understand why we made the mistakes we
did, and to learn from them. I hope to say, "Here is something we can take away from Vietnam
that is constructive and applicable to the world of today and tomorrow." That is the only way our
nation can ever hope to leave the past behind. The ancient Greek dramatist Aeschylus wrote,
"The reward of suffering is experience." Let this be the lasting legacy of Vietnam. --This text
refers to the paperback edition.From the Inside FlapThe #1 national bestseller--an indispensable
document for anyone interested in the Vietnam War. McNamara's controversial book tells the
inside and personal story of America's descent into Vietnam from a unique point of view, and is
one of the most enlightening books about government ever written. This new edition features a
new Foreword by McNamara. of photos. (Military History)From the Trade Paperback edition. --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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Mike Callahan, “Book adds some useful insights to this war!. This book filled in some of the
blanks about the mismanagement of the Vietnam war not found in previous readings. I have read
extensively about this war with most finding fault with why it was undertaken and a few finding it
a necessary war. McNamara was part of the early deception that the Administration undertook to
continue supporting the South Vietnamese Government and sending American troops. Despite
obvious evidence that the war was not going well, more money and troops poured into the
country. McNamara finally saw the light and began to question continuing the war and Johnson
dropped him from his cabinet and continued to expand the war. In some respects the book is an
admission of guilt by McNamara to help clear his conscience, but also to help set the record
straight. The pro and con segments in the appendix add some helpful insights.”

Michael S. Post, “Honest regret. I binge watched Ken Burns VN documentary while reading this
book. Interesting contrasts and comparisons. I find McNamara easy to read and as honest and
open as one can be about themselves and their history. He does admit, over and over, to have
gotten things wrong and for that he deserves credit. His analysis of why things kept going wrong
with the conduct of the war is very insightful and full of lessons for today's problems.”

Otto Smoktonowicz Jr, “McNamara - A failure of leadership.. Robert McNamara was a pivotal
person at the creation of the worst blunder of our democracy - Vietnam. Even though he
obviously downplays his culpability, nevertheless he factually reports on our involvement.
There's a major lesson to be learned by our political leaders. Only time will tell if we citizens are
strong enough to enforce responsibility. If not, our democracy is in trouble.”

RMF, “Debate without end-both the main text and the must read appendices.. After committing
more than five hundred thousand Americans to the Vietnam war, McNamara very painfully and
eloquently concludes that the war was unwinnable in military terms and that Americans needed
to go home. But, history affords no do-overs and perhaps the military definition, the focus on
Vietnam and 30 years’ perspective were too narrow and too soon a basis for a final judgement.”

Eirikur, “Five Stars. Very important work. Unique insight into the big government decision making
process and the US-Vietnam tragedy.”

Fede M., “Vietnam-Krieg History. Feine und präziese  Geschichts-Lektion vom Vietnam-Krieg”

The book by Chris Goss has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 280 people have provided feedback.
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